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Town of Middlebury 
Energy Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 
 
Present: , Howard Widelitz ,Chris Robbins, Lindsay Fuentes-George (entered at 8:55), Steve Maier, John 
Snyder-White, Van Barth. Absent: Ross Conrad. Guests: Diane Munroe, Chip and Jack Mayer. 
 
Howard convened the meeting at 8:45 am. He said Ross was at the statehouse testifying about the 
decline of bee populations. (Note: all votes are unanimous unless otherwise indicated.) 
 
Agenda was approved on a motion by John, seconded by Van. 
 
Minutes were approved as written. Motion by Howard, seconded by John. 

Town Meeting Climate Resolution: Jack and Chip Mayer said that they had gotten over 350 signatures, 
more than enough to put the item on the ballot, and they would like us to help publicize it. Kathleen had 
suggested making it two articles, one regarding the state and one regarding the town. 350 VT has been 
promoting this. It was passed by 37 towns last year and some other towns are considering it this year. 
The college Sunday Night Environmental Group is helping also. Steve said that Richard had researched 
whether the resolution against new fossil fuel infrastructure would prevent people from hooking up to 
existing gas pipelines, and the general opinion was no. Chip and Jack stressed that this is only a non-
binding resolution, not a bill, and details would be worked out later. The state energy plan does call for 
90% renewables by 2050. Jack said that climate change should be considered an emergency, not just a 
situation. 

Steve moved and John seconded a motion to endorse the resolution. We will write letters to the editor, 
put notices on Front Porch Forum, and put the resolution on the committee web site. 

Chip and Jack left the meeting. 

Implementing work orders/RFP costs: Howard said he had talked to Kathleen about the committee 
helping with RFPs. She said the police station was more complicated than most, but the RFP did cost less 
than the estimate. We can decide on a case by case basis how the committee can help with future work. 
Lindsay mentioned that the town has now compiled a list of prequalified firms, so the process of hiring 
will be simplified in the future. 

REAP grant for energy audits: Howard reported that Ross had called the USDA and they said an energy 
audit of a town building would not qualify for a grant. Those grants are more for farms and small 
businesses. We thought that since Efficiency Vermont is now doing walk-throughs of local businesses, 
maybe the REAP program could be used to do more complete audits for them next year. 

Facebook/social media update: John said our Facebook page has 60 followers. We can post events, links 
to articles, announcements, etc. Send info to John or Van for posting. 

Spreadsheet of Police Station energy use: Van has entered fuel use, fuel cost, and heating degree days 
for the past 3 years on a spreadsheet. He said there is not a very clear correlation. The building now uses 
propane but is planning to convert to natural gas. These fuels are measured differently (gal vs cu ft), so 
Chris said they will have to be converted to BTU’s for comparison. If we see money being saved after the 
energy upgrades are done, that would be necessary information for a potential revolving loan fund. 
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Priorities for 2019:  

Enhanced energy plan: Howard heard from Ross that the Regional Planning Commission has money to 
support towns doing enhanced energy plans. Steve thought we would not want to take this on unless 
Kathleen and Jen Murray are on board with it. The planning commission would have to make it part of 
the town plan. Chris said the conservation commission should be involved too, especially with respect to 
the locations of energy infrastructure. She suggested reading another town’s energy plan to see what it 
includes. Howard will check with Kathleen and will send out a copy of the energy plan proposal we did 2 
½ years ago. 

Van left the meeting at 10:00. 

Revolving loan fund: Steve offered to get more information about the Billion Dollar Green Challenge and 
Montpelier’s experience. He said he is open to having a retreat or longer meeting to discuss future plans 
since we are running out of time today. 

Chris mentioned that the town meeting resolution mentions 4 things that towns should be doing, and 
we are already doing 3 of them. The 4th one involves helping residents and businesses. John said he has 
seen lists of grants available for businesses. 

Committee concerns:  

Steve said that a v-bike/scooter demo may be held April 1 at the college. He reported that the climate 
economy energy task force will be chaired by Jeremy Gildrien instead of Chris Huston, and they will 
meet Thursday the 28th at 5:30 at the RPC. 

Chris suggested that in the summer the committee could organize a bike ride to different locations 
where someone could explain energy projects that had been done there. 

Howard thought there are so many events regarding energy that we could put out a calendar of events 
on our web site and/or facebook page. 

Ross reported (through Howard) that vendors need clear guidelines about what we are looking for in 
terms of energy saving alternatives for equipment purchases. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 on a motion by John, seconded by Steve. Next meeting will be 
March 20 at 8:45 am. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 Chris Robbins 


